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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 1835 

USIAC 

LIMDIS 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MALAYSIAN SITE FOR VOA TRANSMITTER 

REF: USIA 4187 

1 . PAO DISCUSSED SUBSTANCE REFTEL WITH COUNSELLOR BRITISH 
HIGH COMMISSION WHO IS THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH HISTORY 
OF BBC EXPF.RTF.NCE AT TEBRAU SITE. AS AGENCY PROBABLY AWARE. 

BBC WAS FIRST ASKED TO VACATE TEBRAU FACILITY IN 1973 FOR 
POLITICAL REASONS, GOM HAVING EXPLAINED AT THE TIME THAT 

IT WAS EMBARRASSING FOR THEM TO HOST FOREIGN BROADCASTING 
FACILITY ON THEIR TERRITORY, GIVEN SENSITIVITY OF GOM RELATIONS 
WITH CHINA, INDO-CHINA AND OTHER SEA NATIONS, BBC REQUESTED 
AND WAS GRANTED THREE- YEAR EXTENSION ON 600-ACRE SITE 
WHICH IN FACT BBC OWNED IN PERPETUITY ON CONDITION THAT 
IT NOT BE USED FOR ANY PURPOSE OTHER THAN BROADCASTING. 

THREE ADDITIONAL ONE- YEAR EXTENSIONS WERE GRANTED TO GIVE 
BBC ENOUGH TIME TO NEGOTIATE FOR TWO NEW SITES IN SINAGPORE 
(ONE TRANSMITTER, ONE RECEIVER), WHICH NEGOTATIONS HAVE 
NOW BEEN SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED. COUNSELLOR STATES 
FURTHER THAT HICOM NOW ENGAGED IN DIFFICULT NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH GOM OVER FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT FOR TEBRAU SITE WHICH IS 
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CONSIDERED TO BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE AREA FOR COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT. COUNSELLOR ADDED THAT INDEED GOM AND JOHORE 
STATE GOVERNMENT ARE AQUABBLING OVER PERMANENT RIGHTS TO 
LEASE SITE FOR PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT. 

2. COUNSELLOR VOLUNTEERED HIS CONVICTION THAT U.S. REQUEST 

TO LEASE TEBRAU FOR VOA TRANSMITTERS WOULD BE FLATLY REJECTED 
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BY GOM. HE SAID THAT GOM HAD EARLIER INDICATED TO HICOM THAT 
GOM HAD EVERYTHING TO LOSE AND NOTHING TO GAIN BY HAVING 
FOREIGN BROADCASTING FACILITY ON ITS TERRITORY. 

3. EMBASSY SHARE HICOM CONVICTIONS. WE ARE WILLING TO CON- 
SIDER MAKING INFORMAL SOUNDINGS WITH GOM OR EVEN FORMAL 
REQUEST, BUT WE THINK THAT SCALES ARE HEAVILY WEIGHTED N 
SIDE OF GOM TURNDOWN. WE SERIOUSLY DOUBT THAT GOM WOULD BE 
WILLING TO INTRODUCE POTENTIALLY NEGATIVE ELEMENT WHICH COULD 
ADVERSELY AFFECT ITS RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE PRC AND INDOCHINA. 
MOREOVER. GOM WOULD ALMOST VERTAINLY BE UNWILLING TO DETRACT 
FROM ITS CAREFULLY-NURTURED NON-ALIGNED IMAGE BY PERMITTING 
U.S. BROADCASTING FACILITY ON ITS SOIL. IN SHORT, WE 
FEEL THAT ON BALANCE, GOM RESPONSE TO OUR DEMARCHE 
WOULD BE NEGATIVE. 

FENHAGEN 
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